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doubted, except in grave sickness or some such extraordinary
occasion. For usual household purposes the prayers of four or
five beggars appear to be amply sufficient.
On account of an alteration in the currency there are now
not much more than thirty-eight half paras in a penny, and the 4
change is very much felt by the almsgiver, and much more by
the beggars. It is reported that the beggars have struck, or
rather, are striking the bars, doors, and windows, for a higher
rate of pay, and some extortioners will not go away without as
much as two half para pieces. If this goes on the stock of
benevolence of the Greeks of Smyrna will run dry, and beggars
wiU only be resorted to when children are sick, or there ia some
other emergency in which they can be useful.
It may well be conceived that the beggars must go over a good
bit of ground to collect the price of even a half-quartern loaf,
so that the mode of relief amounts to an effectual labour test; it
may almost be said, a labour rate. The collected coins are
taken to the bakers, and thence redistributed.
I have found the same coins in Constantinople, but whether
they are found elsewhere in the Levant I do not know. The
trade in tokens I presume to be an old one, and to have been
followed up in the usual course.
The two questions that occur are:—
Do these tokens serve for any other purpose in any other
part of the world, and for wnat are they coined ?
Were such tokens coined or used for beggars in the middle
ages?        "
My own impression is, that the practice of giving these
minute coins to beggars is ancient, and long maintained and
widely spread. I remember on one occasion acquiring a pot
of coins, which appeared to be a beggar's hoard of the time of
the succession of Oonstantine. There were not only the smallest
coins, but there were halves and quarters regularly broken up,
and some of these were quite defaced. The value of the whole
at any time could not have exceeded five shillings, for there
were very few first or second brass.
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